before the Lagonda coixldﬁ

up to the image Aston are

creating for it.

From whichever angle you

view it, the Lagonda has
million dollar looks, which is
just as well conmdenng the
Rolls-Royce price which
Aston have given it. King

before ;hey tak‘e, : dehvety :

Both front and rear bum-

pers are deformable, taking

minor parking knocks without
damaging the car’s pristine

looks. The boot, all 13 cubic

feet of it, is carpeted and kept

- free of any intrusion from the
~ spare wheel, which is sen-

sibly slung in its own holster
underneath the car’s rear.
The first sprinkling of Lag-
ondas on the roads to brighten
up the dreary sameness of
many of the cars already
populating them has been a
long time coming, but it

- should notbe long now before

Lagonda or two
g into the traffic.
they do, the phoemx

which :




s s i

stylish, if slightly
noisy, vengeance.

For £20,000, give

or take the odd £1,

Aston will sell you

a car that is as

beefily curved as the

Lagonda is spectacu-

larly knife-edged. It

is the Aston Martin

V8, once better known

as the DBS, now essen-

tially the same car with

a few updating modifi-

cations spanning the

intervening years. Our

photograph shows the ultra-

high performing Vantage

capacity as an effortless long
distance mile-eater.

The latest modifications to
the V8 include improvements
to the engine breathing and
silencing which helps
squeeze out 158 per cent more
power to zip up the acceler-
ation a little. The change also
improves flexibility, helps
fuel consumption a bit, and
quietens the car's running.

New Koni shock absorbers
were added to the specifi-
cation to beef up the handling
and road-holding. The car's
instrumentation was updated
to remove its more old-

A i e

fashioned features.
All in all, one of the most

CTEIRR—— version, available only' with
————— 4 S manual gearshift, which

.

- - B claims the quickest 0-60 mph

time for any current pro-
duction car. In fact, the V8 is
nimble and relaxing to drive,
has an agreeable sporty opu-
lence and an enjoyable

glamorous car marques in
the world is now looking like
a healthy convalescent! Long
live Aston Martin Lagonda
1975 and the cars none of us
want to see die. Md'



